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Linotype font mix proves ideal for newspapers 

 

Sabon Next takes on the press 

 
Bad Homburg, August 18th, 2004. The highly readable font family Sabon 

Next from Linotype Library has recently been adopted for body copy by the 

Frankfurter Neue Presse – a widely circulated daily newspaper in the 

Frankfurt, Germany, area. A relatively new member of the Linotype 

Platinum series, Sabon Next has quickly become a renowned book 

typeface, which for the first time is now also successfully being 

implemented in commercial newspaper print, proving its broad flexibility 

and diverse range of applications. And over 400,000 readers agree: 

together with Bodoni Classico for headlines, Sabon Next has helped make 

the overall appearance of the Frankfurter Neue Presse considerably lighter 

while also significantly improving legibility. 

 

Sabon Next was first implemented in the Frankfurter Neue Presse on May 

29, 2004, using Sabon Next regular and bold for body copy and Bodoni 

Classico roman and bold for headlines. Since the newspaper was already 

quite pleased with the Linotype fonts Vectora and PMN Caecilia it uses for 

event listings, when the time came to refresh the look of the rest of the 

paper, the management turned to Linotype for advice. Mr Otmar Hoefer, 

Director of Product Marketing at Linotype Library, was able to offer adept 

assistance and developed the solution together with Barbara Bank, Director 

of Design at the Frankfurter Neue Presse (FNP). 
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The challenge was to replace New Century Schoolbook, previously used for 

both body copy and headlines, while maintaining the basic style of the 

popular daily paper. Thanks to his many years of typeface experience, Mr 

Hoefer was able to provide a clever combination of Linotype fonts as the 

solution. While Bodoni Classico was an easy choice for headlines, the 

combination with Sabon Next, typically implemented in books, proved 

remarkable. Not only do the two font families complement each other well, 

Sabon Next is also a highly legible typeface with a rough similarity to New 

Century Schoolbook – the former font – yet even easier to read. In fact, 

Otmar Hoefer was pleased to discover, "Because Sabon Next has such a 

good character proportion, they could even increase the point size and 

leading in comparison to Century Schoolbook." 

 

Sabon Next is such a successful font family because it is a redesign of the 

classic Sabon font, which has proven itself as an extraordinarily legible 

typeface, especially in books, receiving several distinctions from such 

renowned institutions as Stiftung Buchkunst in Germany. This original 

Sabon was created in the 1960s by Jan Tschichold, based on a version of 

the timeless Garamond font family designed a few centuries earlier by 

Jakob Sabon and Conrad Berner. Classic, elegant, and extremely easy to 

read, the classic Sabon is considered one of the most beautiful variations of 

Garamond. In 2002, Linotype introduced Sabon Next as an updated 

version, ideal for usage in contemporary electronic publishing. The designer 

for this project, Jean François Porchez, who has also created new 

typefaces for Le Monde, masterfully eliminated all of the limitations in the 

classic typeface which had been dictated by the methods of hot-metal 

technology. 

 

Now Sabon Next is on its way to even wider acceptance, currently proving 

its own in the world of daily press as well. Thanks to the expert advice of 

Linotype Library, the daily Frankfurter Neue Presse has found the use of 

Sabon Next for body copy a huge success amongst readers. With a wide 

distribution of 115,000 copies and a potential of 411,000 readers in the 

Frankfurt area, Frankfurter Neue Presse is setting a new standard in font 

usage for newspapers – establishing Sabon Next as the next big 

breakthrough in daily reading. Another example of how Linotype is shaping 

the way the world reads. 
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For samples, please visit <www.fnp.de> where the current front-page is 

available as a pdf-download. 

 
 

Linotype Library GmbH, based in Bad Homburg, Germany, was founded 117 years 

ago and is now a member of the Heidelberg Group. Building on its strong heritage, 

Linotype Library develops state-of-the-art font technology and offers more than 5,500 

original fonts, covering the whole typographic spectrum from antique to modern, 

from east to west, and from classical to experimental. Thanks to the browser and 

navigation system FontExplorer, all typefaces (in PostScript™ and TrueType™ format 

as well as more than 1.100 fonts in OpenTypeTM) are now available for instant 

download at www.linotype.com as well as on CD. In addition to supplying digital 

fonts, Linotype Library also offers comprehensive and individual consultation and 

support services for font applications in worldwide (corporate) communication. 

 

If you would like further information, please contact: 

 

Linotype Library GmbH 

Du-Pont-Straße 1 

D-61352 Bad Homburg 

Tel.: +49 (0) 61 72 - 484 - 24 60 

Fax: +49 (0) 61 72 - 484 - 499 

E-Mail: info@linotype.com 

 

Please find more typeface application samples on the Internet at www.linotype.com. 

 
 

 
 


