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Linotype expands portfolio of the Compatil Type System  

 

Compatil 6.0 sets a new standard in style 

 
Bad Homburg, 07th December 2004. Linotype has enhanced the aesthetics 

and functionality of its innovative Compatil Type System. In addition to 

cross-platform solutions in OpenType format and numerous design 

improvements, genuine italics are now available for each type style in the 

system. This means that Compatil 6.0 effectively doubles the range of 

typographic options while improving the functionality and availability of 

these fonts for international communication. 

 
Thanks to their consistent proportions and appearance, type styles from the 

Compatil Type System can be mixed freely to create rich typography of the 

highest order. As Silja Bilz, Senior Consultant of the Compatil Corporate 

Type Team explains: “Typographic styles are a way of influencing readers’ 

emotional behavior and consciously steering the way they read. Styles 

enable designers to emphasize what’s important and create or highlight 

interesting contrasts. The new italics extend the creative potential of the 

Compatil System by giving users another stylizing tool to add to their small 

caps, bolds and cross-style solutions.” The new version has been developed 

in response to increased demand from Compatil Type System users in the 

design, advertising and corporate fields and builds on the original tonality 

concept of the project’s initiator, Professor Olaf Leu. 

 

The italic weights are based on an angle of 11 degrees and feature newly-

designed characters which underscore their calligraphic personality. Based 

on Compatil’s principles of proportion, all italics fit into the system 

seamlessly. Characters which play a key role in financial communication like 

brackets, currency symbols and special symbols have also been adapted in 

their visual heights to match the figures in the small caps range. 

 

To ensure smooth workflow in combination with modern technology, all 

Compatil styles are now available in OpenType Pro format. These fonts 

contain the full Central European character set and can be used with 
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Windows for international communication in 48 languages. For office 

purposes, Linotype has another user-friendly solution with the same number 

of characters: OpenType Com. These fonts feature Linotype’s special XSF 

(eXcellent Screen Font) technology for improved legibility and clarity on 

computer displays, and are ideal for use with Microsoft Office. Linotype also 

provides matching PostScript fonts with extended character sets for 

applications that do not support OpenType, such as QuarkXPress. 

 

The Compatil Type System is available now as a Platinum Product CD  

(2,850 Euro plus 16% VAT) or as a download from the Linotype webshop at 

www.linotype.com. The Compatil 6.0 CD contains all 16 Compatil type 

styles (four different type families). 16 fonts use the OpenType Pro character 

set, 32 use the OpenType Com character set, while 64 are in PostScript 

format. The CD comes with a license for 20 workstations in two companies. 

An upgrade is available for existing Compatil users. Extensions are available 

on request. 

 

Background information on the Compatil Type System: The Compatil Type 

System was initiated in 1999 by Professor Olaf Leu at the Heidelberger 

Forum for Annual Reports. Olaf Leu evaluated the design quality of annual 

reports from 1996 to 2003 on behalf of the German business publication 

“manager magazin”. Using his main assessment criteria (typographic 

quality, legibility of body copy and clarity of balance sheets), a requirement 

profile was created for the various sections of a typical annual report. 

Together with Silja Bilz, Erik Faulhaber and Reinhard Haus, a team of 

Linotype experts then developed Compatil. With its different type styles 

(Compatil Exquisit, Fact, Letter and Text), this comprehensive, modular type 

system satisfies a broad range of requirements across all forms of corporate 

communication. 

 

A Compatil Type System brochure with comprehensive background material 

is available from www.linotype.com. 
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Linotype Library GmbH, based in Bad Homburg, Germany and a member of the 

Heidelberg Group, looks back onto a history of 118 years. Building on its strong 

heritage, Linotype Library develops state-of-the-art font technology and offers more 

than 6,000 original fonts, covering the whole typographic spectrum from antique to 

modern, from east to west, and from classical to experimental. All typefaces (in 

PostScript™ and TrueType™ format as well as more than 1,400 fonts in OpenTypeTM) 

are now also available for instant download at www.linotype.com. In addition to 

supplying digital fonts, Linotype Library also offers comprehensive and individual 

consultation and support services for font applications in worldwide (corporate) 

communication. 

 

 
If you would like further information, please contact: 

 
Linotype Library GmbH 
Du-Pont-Straße 1 
D-61352 Bad Homburg 
Tel.: +49 (0) 61 72 - 484 - 24 60 
Fax: +49 (0) 61 72 - 484 - 5 24 60 
E-Mail: info@linotype.com 

 

Please find more typeface application samples on the Internet at www.linotype.com. 

 

 

 


