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Pirouette Com

General Information

Pirouette is based on a logotype that Japanese designer Ryuichi Tateno cre-
ated for a packaging design project in 1999—a shampoo container, at that! 
Already Tateno‘s original design experimented with overlapping swash italic 
letterforms. These experiments grew outside out their initial packaging proj-
ect, taking on a life of their own. Eventually, they developed into the Pirouette 
typefaces, which were honored with a first place finish in the 2003 Interna-
tional Type Design Contest, sponsored by Linotype GmbH.

The original Pirouette family contained six different elements. Now all of these 
elements have been merged together into one font with contextual OpenType 
features. 

The Pirouette type family, which represents Tanteno‘s first commercial font 
design, is greatly influenced by the calligraphic and typographic work of the 
master German designer, Prof. Hermann Zapf, especially his recent Zapfino 
collection.

Explanation the OpenType Features

The main function of the Contextual Alternates feature in Pirouette is to undo 
collisions and awkward combinations. Therefore it should normally be left on 
by default. In some of these examples, we turn it off to keep it from suppress-
ing certain extenders across word spaces. You must use Adobe InDesign CS2 
or later to take full advantage of all the features. Microsoft’s WinFX applica-
tions also give access to advanced features.

Stylistic Sets 1 through 4 each turn on related groups of lowercase alternates. 
See the chart beginning on page 4 for more details about these sets, and all 
other sets listed below. 

Stylistic Set 1 (pictured to the right) turns on all non-colliding lowercase 
alternates. 

Stylistic Set 2 turns on final alternates for titlings and headings that would 
collide inside a run of text. 

Stylistic Set 3 turns on a slightly shorter form of final e and final n. 

Stylistic Set 4 activates yet another version of final e.

Stylistic Sets 1 through 4 apply cumulatively. For example, if you turn them  
all on…

Before: e f g h m n  After: e f  g h  m  n  

b d f g h v w y z

e n

e

Cyan = 1; Magenta = 2; Green = 3; 
Violet = 4

e f g h m n
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Stylistic Set 5 turns on tall versions of capital I, V and X (for Roman numer-
als; only the glyphs I, V, and X have this feature, so this height change should 
not be applied to numerals above 39). 

Caps turn into swash caps via the Swash and Titling features. 

Before: ABCD… XYZ& 

Swash: ABCD… XYZ& 

Titling: ABCD… XYZ& 

Stylistic Set 6 activates the same Swash caps in the Swash feature, but with 
metrics designed to match up with the separate filigree strokes for two-color 
caps. They automatically kern together to overlap correctly.

Before: ABCD… XYZ&

Stylistic Set 6: ABCD… XYZ&  

AABBYYZZ

XVIII to XVIII
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Pirouette, from Linotype
Step 1: Type in your text.

PPirouette, from LLinotype
Step 2: For each two-color capital letter you would like to set, the letter must 
be typed out twice!

PPirouette, from LLinotype
Step 3: Define the colors you would like to use. The first letter will be the fi-
ligree in the background, the second will be the highlight that overlaps on top.

PPirouette, from LLinotype
Step 4: Highlight the first letter with the text cursor. Select the “Inferiors” fea-
ture from the OpenType menu in Adobe InDesign CS2. The form of the letter 
will change.

PPirouette, from LLinotype
Step 5: Highlight the second letter with the text cursor. Select Set 6 from the 
Stylistic Sets fly-out menu in the Adobe CS 2’s OpenType menu.

PPirouette, from LLinotype
Step 6: The form of the letter will change, and automatically overlap itself on 
top of the filigree beneath it!

Pirouette Com Application Sample
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Pirouette Com OpenType Feature Chart

Base Lowercase (before) 	 b d g h v w y z

Stylistic Set 1 (more curves)	 b d f g h v w y z

Stylistic Set 2 (long endings)	 e f g h m n

Stylistic Set 3 (rounder endings)	 e n

Stylistic Set 4 (altenate e)	 e

Stylistic Set 5 (alternate I,V,X)	 IVX  IVX
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Base Uppercase (before)	 ABC… XYZ

Swash	 ABC… XYZ 

Titling 	 ABC… XYZ

Inferiors (filigree)	 ABC… XYZ 

Stylistic Set 6 (highlight)	 ABC… XYZ	

Ligatures (all available)	 ct  fi  ffi  ff  fl  ffl  gy  ll  st

Ornaments (all available)	 •••••••

	 ••••••

	 •••••
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Contact — Kontakt — Contact
Linotype GmbH
Du-Pont-Straße 1
61352 Bad Homburg
Germany

Sales Support — Vertrieb — Service commercial

Tel.:	 +49 (0) 6172 484-418
Fax:	 +49 (0) 6172 484-429
eMail:	 info@linotype.com

Technical Support — Technische Unterstützung — Service après vente

Tel.:	 +49 (0) 1805 793339 (€ 0,14/min)
eMail:	 support@linotype.com

Internet

http://www.linotype.com

Legal Information — Rechtlicher Hinweis — Informations juridiques
Copyright © 2000-2006 Linotype GmbH. All rights reserved. 

English

We reserve the right of errors and changes. All rights reserved. The contents of this document are the property of Linotype GmbH and may not be repro-
duced by any method, electronic or photographic, without the expressed written permission of Linotype GmbH and/or its subsidiaries. Linotype, Lino-
type Library, Pirouette and Univers are trademarks of Linotype GmbH and may be registered in certain jurisdictions. All other products or name brands 
are trademarks of their respective holders. Throughout this document trademark names are used. Rather than placing a trademark symbol in every 
occurrence of a trademarked name, we state that we are using the names only in an editorial fashion and to the benefit of the trademark owner with no 
intention of infringement of the trademark. The information in this document is subject to change without notice. Linotype GmbH assumes no responsi-
bility or liability for information. Recommendations, errors and/or descriptions of third-party products are excluded from responsibility and liability. This 
document was created using the Linotype Univers typeface family.

Deutsch

Änderungen und Irrtümer vorbehalten. Alle Rechte vorbehalten. Der Inhalt dieses Dokuments ist Eigentum der Firma Linotype GmbH und darf ohne 
schriftliche Zustimmung der Linotype GmbH in keiner Weise reproduziert, weder elektronisch noch photografisch, oder an Dritte weitergegeben werden. 
Linotype, Linotype Library, Pirouette und Univers sind Marken der Linotype GmbH. Alle anderen genannten Produkt- oder Markenbezeichnungen sind 
Marken der jeweiligen Besitzer. Anstelle der Platzierung von entsprechenden Trademark-Symbolen erklären wir hiermit, dass wir den Markennamen nur 
zur redaktionellen Verwendung und zum Nutzen des Marken-Besitzers verwendet haben und nicht die Absicht haben, eine Rechtsverletztung der Marke 
vorzunehmen. Änderungen dieses Dokuments unterliegen keiner Informationspflicht. Die Linotype GmbH übernimmt keine Gewährleistung oder Haftung 
für die in diesem Dokument beinhalteten Informationen. Empfehlungen, mögliche Fehler und Beschreibungen hinsichtlich von drittproduzierten Produk-
ten sind ebenfalls von einer Gewährleistung oder Haftung ausgeschlossen. Dieses Dokument wurde mit Schriften der Linotype Univers Familie erstellt.
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